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was founded in 1982 to address the lack of options
for families facing infertility and for families
who wanted to adopt but did not fit the narrow
profile that most adoption agencies considered
appropriate. In doing so, IAC became a pioneer and
a leading advocate in the open adoption movement.

IACAnow the largest and one of the oldest
fully open adoption agencies in the U.S.in
is a counseling-based open adoption agency
that informs, supports, and guides birth and
adoptive parents through the process of placing
newborns to create healthy new families. IAC has
facilitated nearly 4,000 successful adoptions.

IACis professional and compassionate staff (over 20
social workers with MSW degrees) provides support
and counseling for birthparents, works closely with
adoptive parents throughout the adoption process,
and provides ongoing post-placement support and
consultation for birthparents and adoptive families.

IAC is focused on transforming lives through
open adoption by serving the best interests of
birthmothers, children, and adoptive families.
All birthparent services are free and include:
non-directive pregnancy options counseling,
comprehensive lifetime counseling support, needs
assessment, and referral to appropriate services.

Learn more about IAC at
www.adoptionhelp.org

ADOPTION

Kathleen Silber,
MSW, ACSW

is the |AC0s Associate Executive
Director. She is a nationally
regarded expert, has written
numerous groundbreaking
books, including Dear Birth-
mother and Children of Open
Adoption, and has advocated
extensively for open adoption.
As IACis Clinical Director,
Ms. Silber provides IAC with
clinical oversight & I ACis staff

with clinical supervision.

I AC is one of the only adoption

agencies in the country that has
never had exclusionary policies for
adoptive parents, including age, sexual
orientation, marital status, religion,

ethnic background, color, or race.
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Building a Legacy of Love:
Zoe Traylor {cover} Story
I O A

Chris & Ruth Traylor tell the
story of how, in only three
weeks, they were able to
bring home Baby Zoe.l

FEATURE

All You Need is Love:
I00OOON00NONOIN00I00000

Although, Ben is only three-and-
a-half yearsold in this photo, heis
now a senior in high school and
will attend college in the fall. He
has always loved planes and the
thought of yying. The overgrown
headset heis wearing was his
Papa Stanleyis (his grandfather
on his motheris side and his
inspiration), whose life revolved
around aviation.

Our Feature Section includes
the story of Benis 1991
adoption through IAC and an
interview with Ben.

The Most Wonderful &
Joyful Experience
OnO00I0000 00000

Justin and Heather Matlockds
endearing story of adopting
their son, Jacob Alexander
Matlock. They are die-in-the-
wool Indianapolis Colts fans
and proud parents.

11The Real Call
by Jacqueline Watsky

1 2 shining Stars:
R

13 Open Adoption History
by Kathleen Silber, msw, Acsw

IACis Associate Executive
Director & clinical director,
speaks on the History of Open
Adoption d amust read!

15_Being an Adoptive Parent
by Lawrence Siegel, J.D

15;Birthparent Statistics

16 Adoptive Parentsi
Support Groups

www.adoptionhelp.org



Seeking
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isactivelyseeking
your stories,
photos, poems,
artwork, ideas,
comments, etc.
One young man
recently asked
his mother when
he learned that
his family was
going to be
featured in
the OAN, 0Am
| going to be
famous?d Well,
figure that the
answer to that
question is in
the eye of the
beholder. Please
contact us with
your stories!!!

email at
0000000000000001000

or
give us a call at

800.877.0PEN
(6736)

Google
Awards IAC

On January 14, 2008,
Google Grants informed
IAC that it was being
awarded a substantial
new grant. It is IACis
second Google Grants
award in under a year and
quadruples IACis Google
AdWords advertising
budget. The Google
Grants program supports
organizations sharing
Googleis philosophy of
community service to help
the world in areas such as
science and technology,
education, global public
health, the environment,
youth advocacy, and the
arts. Designed for 501(c)(3)
nonpropt organizations,
Google Grants is a unique
in-kind advertising
program harnessing

the power of Google
AdWords. This award

will help IAC achieve its
mission by increasing the
number of birthparents
and prospective adoptive
parents who adopt utilizing
fully open adoptions
through the IAC.

|AC News

HERE & NOW

New Television Ad in the Works

The IAC announced that, in partnership with LA-
based Zystar Films, we are creating a television
advertising campaign whose goal is to signipcantly
increase the number of young women who are well
informed about open adoption and the IAC. Zystar,
one of the leading television commercial companies
in the U.S., led by Meryl Chase, Zystaris executive
producer, is working closely with us to develop

the project. The IAC will be initiating a $200,000
capital campaign around the production and
placement of the ads. As the average age of women
experiencing an unplanned pregnancy in the U.S.
is 24, distribution of the ad will include placement
on television networks and programs that cater to
the campaignis audience.

www.adoptionhelp.org
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By Marsha Dorgan

Editoris Note: Nathan and Andrea Hawkins adopted
their son, Andrew, through the Independent Adoption
Center. In December, this article appeared in their local
newspaper celebrating the finalization of his adoption.

Napa, CA Although
Andrew is only six months
old, he has already had his
day in court.

Sitting in a spot usually
reserved for attorneys,

the pint-sized baby with
huge brown eyes banged

became a full yedged
family member.

Napa County Superior
Court handles about 50
adoptions a year.

Most adoptions are
uncontested, as the

canit believe how nervous

| was. But now that we
are here, Itis just pne,6

he said. 0Look at my son.
Heis so happy. You know
what? Heis always happy.6

Although Guadagni is
no novice to adoptions,
he admits it was not
always that way.

After several hearings

that ended with

parents crying and

kids not quite sure
what their fate was,
Guadagni decided to
get a research specialist

aboard.oThis is hard
enough for the parents.

The last thing that
needs to happen is to
have them show up for
the adoption hearing

Loniototoomoooibiboouiibryg ormuroripiioubdidb Ul -9udge ray

his little psts against
the wooden table while
his parents waited for
Napa Superior Court
Judge Ray Guadagni to
finalize their adoption.

December 17, was a
cold gloomy day. But for
Andrew, it was the day
he ofpcially and legally
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biological parents have
relinquished their legal
rights before the adoption
goes before the judge.

0The adoptive parents
are still concerned and
nervous about being

in court. Itis a new
experience for them
and they donfit know
what to expect when
they show up. They are
scared. But once the
proceedings start they
feel comfortable and
relaxed,6 Guadagni said.
Andrewis father could
not agree more.oYou

Guandagni

and pnd out their
paperwork is not in
order,6 Guadagni said.
0Things like whether
someone had proper
notice. It just broke my
heart to have to tell the
clients that | couldnit
go forward with the
adoption because the
paperwork was not in
order,0 Guadagni said.
Vickie Wood is the court
worker who makes sure
all of the adoptions will
go through as planned.

www.adoptionhelp.org



0l make sure the paperwork is complete. It is just
so sad if the parents and their child show up and
we have to tell them the adoption canit go forward
because of a clerical error,06 Wood said. 0Ray
(Guadagni) is so into these hearings. He just loves all
of the kids. He takes the time to know each child.6

Once the adoption is given the stamp of approval,
the fun begins. Everyone rejoices with a homemade
cake, usually baked by Guadagni, Superior Court
Judge Francisca Tisher or Court Commissioner
Langhorne-Johnson. Each child receives a cuddly
teddy bear, also compliments of the court staff.
None of expenses for the celebration party comes
from taxpayer dollars. Itis all donated by court
staff. Guadagni works to include the new extended
family, as well.

In addition to the festive cake and the huggable
teddy bear, the brothers and sisters of the adoptive
child are given a Napa Superior Court Sibling
Promise. The siblings promise to taccept as my
responsibility and promise to be a loving and
caring sister or brother.6

Reprinted by permission. Marsha Dorganis feature article originally
appeared in the Napa Valley Register on December 23, 2007. The
Register can be reached at www.napavalleyregister.com.

Independent Adoption Center
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Andrew poses with Judge
Guandagni and his parents
Nathan & Andrea Hawkins.

www.adoptionhelp.org



In January 2007, my wife Ruth and |
attended an information session at the IAC. Since
Ruth was adopted at birth, we had always talked
about adoption. A year after we were married,
Ruth became pregnant with a little girl. She
miscarried at six months due to complications
from her Lupus. The doctors told us that we had
a very low chance of a successful pregnancy.

After searching on the Internet the IAC seemed to be
just the agency we were looking for. We didnit want to
pretend to be someone we werenit in order to be able
to adopt a child. IAC appeared to be an open agency
with a wide variety of couples and single adults
that had adopted or were waiting to adopt a child.

We attended the March weekend intensive. We made
it through our home study and took a couple hundred
photos for our birthmother letter, only ending up
with two that we liked! We then started on the text
for the birthmother letter. Who knew it would be so
difpcult to write about yourself and then pnd pictures
to go along with the story. We went through thirty or
more drafts of our letter. At one point we just about

gave up, but we had a nagging feeling that we needed
to just get it done. We pushed ahead and just after
Labor Day, we had an approved birthmother letter.

Five days after having our letter approved, we
received a call from the North Carolina ofpce of the
IAC. There was a birthmother who had received
our letter in the mail that morning and wanted to
contact us, she was due in three weeks! We received
a call from the birthmother that evening. We com-
pletely forgot about our list of questions but we hit
it off right away, and the conversation yowed easily.

After speaking with the IAC again, we made arrange-
ments to yy to North Carolina for a match meeting,
but on the day we were to take a red-eye to North
Carolina for the match meeting, we received another
call from the IAC. Our birthmother had gone into
labor a week early and was going to deliver later that
evening. We raced home from work, packed a few
clothes for ourselves and a million items for the baby.
When we checked in the empty car seat at the airport,
the airline employees kept asking where the baby
was. We told them we were in labor and on our way
to the hospital. We had several odd looks after that.

Independent Adoption Center
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We didnit make the delivery but we arrived a few hours
after our daughter Zoe Nicole was born. When we walked
into our birthmotheris hospital room, she started crying
and we started crying and she said, 6Do you want to
hold your daughter?6 The answer was 00f course!é We
spent two days at the hospital with our daughter and
her birthmother. We really got to know each other and
she mentioned that she was a drummer just like me.

Our match meeting ofpcially occurred on the day
that Zoe was discharged. After discussing our plans
to remain in contact, the birthmother had to sign
the relinquishment papers. We had to leave the
room and it took almost an hour for the papers
to be signed. We were extremely worried that she
was going to change her mind and she later told
us that she almost did, but instead she signed the
relinquishment and we took Zoe back to our hotel
room on that Friday afternoon. We were prepared
to live in the hotel for another two weeks but on
Monday, we received a call from the IAC that the
Interstate Compact for the Placement of Children

www.adoptionhelp.org



(ICPC) paperwork had been signed in record time
and we would be able to go home by Wednesday.
We had planned to meet the birthmother for lunch
on Tuesday. We waited in the car for her to drive
up to the restaurant. To our surprise she arrived
with the birthfather, who we had not met before,
and we got nervous that they were going to want
to take Zoe back. We were so nervous we almost
drove off, but decided to go ahead and stay.

Instead of having lunch, we talked for a few moments
at an outside table. We told the birthfather that we
would do a good job raising Zoe and that we hoped
her birthparents would still be a part of her life. He
told us that he could tell we were good people and
the fact that he would be able to see her again made
him comfortable with the adoption. We also told the
birthparents that we would be going home to California
the next day. They understood that we wanted to
get home, and that Zoe had excited grandparents
waiting to meet her. We all took pictures together
for Zoeis scrapbook and her birthmother gave us
a letter to read once we were home in California.

Independent Adoption Center

We flew home to
California on the first
flight out on Wednesday
morning. Zoe was

Our Story

immediately embraced by
her grandparents. Later
that evening, after everyone
had left our house, we sat
down as a new family
and read the letter from
Zoefis birthmother. The
letter explained why
she had placed Zoe for
adoption and that she
would always love her.
She went on to say that
we were the parents that
Zoe was meant to have.

Adopting Zoe has been a
life changing experience
for us. She is now six
months old and her
adoption is almost
pnalized. Everyday we are
amazed at how wonderful
it is to be parents and
how much fun Zoe is. Our
birthmother letter was
approved, we matched
with a birthmother and
were home with our new
daughter in the span of
three weeks! We know
this may not be the norm,
but this is our story
and we wouldnit have
had it any other way.
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experience

Inthefall of 603, my
husband, Justin,

and | talked about
adoption. We had been
on the infertility roller
coaster for about pve
years and had decided
to stop treatments. It
had been very taxing
pnancially, emotionally
and physically. That
November, we decided
that we would attend the
Independent Adoption
Centeris Adoption
Information Session in
Indianapolis to learn
about open adoption.

Things moved quickly
after that because we
liked what IAC had to
offer. We moved forward
with the paperwork
and were in the book
by June 2004. After
that, the waiting began.
We waited almost a
year before we got our
prst contact with a
birthmother. Her baby
was scheduled to be
born in August 2005.
We established contact
and talked with her
frequently via email as
she was stationed in the
US army in Korea.

With about six weeks
remaining in her
pregnancy, she decided
that she did not

want to place the baby
for adoption. Over the
course of the next 14
months, the same thing
happened with seven
other birthmothers that
contacted us.

Independent Adoption Center

Once we talked to them, got to know
them, everyone of them decided to
parent. So once again, we found
ourselves unable to have any control.
It was so hard. | broke down. I felt like
I was looking up to see bottom.

In July of 2006, we received a call
from an IAC counselor in California
about a birthmom who was
interested in talking with us. She
had received our Dear Birthmother
letter in the mail and had chosen us
out of about 100 letters. So we called
and spoke with her.

We quickly learned that her baby
was due in September 2006. Over
the next few months, we spoke with
her frequently through phone calls
and emails. We really got to know
her and wound up feeling close to
her even though a thousand miles
separated us. She made us laugh; we
simply adored her!

One Friday afternoon in September, there

was a message on our voicemail. It was our
Birthmother; she called to tell us that she was
in labor and at the hospital. She said that her
water had broken and that she wanted us to get
on a plane and come to California.

The next day, her mother called from the
hospital and said, 0Heis here!¢ | began to
weepeheis here€heis pnally here!

Jacob Alexander Matlock was born on
Saturday, September 9, 2006 at 5:44 a.m. We
immediately made all of the arrangements, and
my husband and | yew to California. The next
day, we met our birthmother and her mom.

When we met our son for the very prst time, it
was the most wonderful and joyful experience
live ever known. Jacob Alexander is a happy,
beautiful, healthy, baby boy. Some people have

even told us, 0You know, he even looks like you.6 It brings tears of joy to my eyes!

We are so very blessed!

We continue to have an open relationship with our birthmother and
her mom. We look forward to their phone calls and emails and are
planning a visit to California again in the next few years.

www.adoptionhelp.org



